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Department of Energy 
Grand Junction Area Office 

Post Office Box 2567 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81502 

August 17, 1984 

Mr .  W i  1 son Mart  i n  
Utah S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r y  
Coord ina tor  o f  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Development 
300 R i o  Grande 
S a l t  Lake City, UT 84101 

SUBJECT: Planned Remedial A c t i o n  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  M o n t i c e l l o ,  Utah 

Dear Mr .  M a r t i n :  

As you know, t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Ac t  o f  1966 (36CFR800) 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Adv isory  Counci l  on H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  adv ise  on 
Federal  a c t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  or e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
i n  t h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places. The purpose o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  
i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  an exchange o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  between t h e  S t a t e  o f  Utah 
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  and t h e  Department o f  Energy (DOE) 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  work a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be accomplished . i n  M o n t i c e l l o ,  Utah, 
under DOE’S Surp lus F a c i l i t i e s  Management Program (SFMP). 

The M o n t i c e l l o  m i l l  operated f rom 1941 t o  1960 when i t  was shut  down and 
dismant led.  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  frame, approx imate ly  two m i l l i o n  tons  o f  o r e  
were processed t h r u  t h e  m i l l .  The DOE s t a b i l i z e d  t h e  78 acre s i t e  i n  1962 
by c o v e r i n g  t h e  exposed t a i l i n g s  w i t h  approx imate ly  one f o o t  o f  e a r t h  
removed f rom a nearby borrow area. 

The DOE has documented t h a t  uranium m i l l  t a i l i n g s  were removed f rom t h e  
m i l l s i t e  and used th roughout  M o n t i c e l l o  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e l a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The pr imary  use has been as f i l l  m a t e r i a l  f o r  dr iveways, 
yards,  and around u t i l i t y  l i n e s .  The DOE has surveyed over  153 p r o p e r t i e s  
i n  M o n t i c e l l o ,  and has determined t h a t  a t  l e a s t  43 p r o p e r t i e s  exceed t h e  
Environmental  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency Standards f o r  Remedial Ac t ions  a t  I n a c t i v e  
Uranium Process ing S i t e s  (40CFR P a r t  192). The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has n o t  been 
c o m p l e t e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime, and we e s t i m a t e  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  as many 
as 55 p r o p e r t i e s  may be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  M o n t i c e l l o  V i c i n i t y  P r o p e r t i e s  
p r o j e c t .  (I have a t t a c h e d  a l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  43 p r o p e r t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  program.) 

I t  i s  my understanding t h a t  any p r o p e r t y  i n  excess o f  f i f t y  ( 5 0 ) ’ y e a r s  o f  
age, and meet ing o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a ,  may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
i n  t h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places. S ince t h e  M o n t i c e l l o  uranium 
m i l l  o p e r a t e d  f rom 1941 t o  1960, i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  uranium m i l l  
t a i l i n g s  c o u l d  have been used f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  purposes on any p r o p e r t y  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  R e g i s t e r .  However,  
u r a n i u m  m i l l  t a i l i n g s  may have been used as b a c k f i l l  or i n  remodel ing a 
p r o p e r t y  which/may be e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  
R e g i s t e r .  The i n t e n t  of t h e  SFMP program i s  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  as 
n e a r l y  as poss ib le ,  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  which e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  
remedial  a c t i o n  ( p o r t i o n s  o f  some a f f e c t e d  p r o p e r t i e s  must be brought  i n t o  
compl iance w i t h  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  codes p r i o r  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ) .  

Tucke *T Crew- b+%.) 
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The uranium m i l l  t a i l i n g s  removed from these v i c i n i t y  p r o p e r t i e s  w i l l  be 
t ranspor ted  back t o  t h e  M o n t i c e l l o  M i l l s i t e  as an i n t e r i m  storage s i t e .  
Th is  O f f i c e  i s  i n  t h e  process o f  p repar ing  an Environmental Assessment 
which w i l l  recommend a methodology f o r  d isposal  of a l l  o f  t h e  uranium m i l l  
t a i  1 i ngs i n Monti c e l l  o i n  a permanent and env i  ronmental l y  acceptable 
manner. The Environmental Assessment i s  scheduled t o  be publ ished i n  May 
1985. 

Th is  O f f i c e  has attempted t o  i d e n t i f y  any s t r u c t u r e s  o r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
Mon t i ce l l o ,  Utah, which may be l i s t e d  on t he  Nat iona l  Reg is te r  o f  H i s t o r i c  
Places. We have n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  any a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime. We a re  aware 
t h a t  approx imate ly  e i g h t  s i t e s  i n  San Juan County a re  l i s t e d ,  bu t  these 
a re  p r i m a r i  l y  archeologica l  s i t e s  remote from t h e  town o f  Monti ce l  l o .  

Due t o  t h e  reasons o u t l i n e d  above, t h i s  O f f i c e  does n o t  f e e l  t h a t  DOE 
would be requ i red  t o  en te r  i n t o  a Programmatic Memorandum o f  Understanding 
(PMOU) with the Utah Sta te  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  O f f i c e  t o  accomplish t h e  
M o n t i c e l l o  V i c i n i t y  Proper t ies  Remedial Ac t i on  Pro jec t .  I f  you are i n  
agreement w i t h  t h e  above statement, we would app rec ia te  r e c e i v i n g  a l e t t e r  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  a PMOU i s  no t  required. 

I f  you have any quest ions on t h e  sub jec t  p r o j e c t  o r  w ish  t o  d iscuss t h e  
ma t te r  f u r t h e r ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  me a t  303/242-8621, extens ion  226. 

S ince re l y  , 

Michael K. Tucker 
P ro jec t  Engi neer 

Attachment (2 )  

cc w/attachments: 
L. Anderson, Utah 
R e  Wood, I D  
C. C lark ,  I D  
C. M i l l e r ,  Jr., RL 
P. Dunigan, RL 
G. T u r r i ,  NE-24 



Attachment 

SELECTED* L I S T  OF CONTAMINATED PROPERTIES 

I N  MONTICELLO, UTAH 

Proper ty  No. Address 

14 

50 

73 

165 N. 1 s t  W. 

496 S. Main 

65 E. 5 th  S. 

74 87 E. 5 th  S. 

75 16 E. 5 t h  S. 

76 98 E. 5th  S. 

83 196 E. 3rd S. 

84 384 S. 2nd E. 

85 396 S. 2nd E. 

86 164 E. 4 t h  S. 

87 148 E. 4 t h  S. 

88 433 S. 1 s t  E. 

101 P 389 S. 2nd E. 

133 233 S. 3rd E. 

105 H i l l  s ide  S. o f  m i l l  s i t e  

*Se lec t ion  c r i t e r i a :  

1) must have 226Ra > 5 pC i /g2so i l ,  
(DOE contaminated area > 100 m 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  40 CFR 192); 

areas are more impor tant ;  
2) h igher  'Ra content  and' l a r g e r  Contaminated 

3) l and  use o r  occupancy considered. \ 

I . .  . . .  . . . .  . , . . . _ . . .  ~ . .  . ,  . . . . .  . . . .. . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . .  . . ,  . - . .  . .. , . .  . . . .  



'1 Attachment 1 

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES IN EXCESS OF EPA STANDARD&' . hlsf;~ of 28pfo/~& - (USING 226Ra AND 100M2 PARAMETERS) 5d4dQtf  6 - X Z  -89 
(PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED PROPERTIES NOT LISTED) 

Sanple 
(Property) No. Address 

. .. 
10 . .  32 Parkview Dr. 
12 380 Abajo Dr. 

296 S. 'Main ~ 

. .  , .  
.I , . .  

' 31' . .  96 W e  2nd Nm 
. .  . .  

, .  , 480 S. Main 
43 

49 . .  . 

. : , ,. .'. . >  . 533 S a  Main .' 

' . 181 S a  Main: 
, .  , 

51 
59 

69 
71 

'' .92 

. .  
. .  .:. . . , .  

, .  96 E m  4 t h  S i  
. .  

. .  . .  
464 S. 1s t 'S .  

. .  , .  ; 273 E. 1 s t  s a  

$ 6 , '  . 

. .  I .  

. . .  , '  

I . .  . 

. .  
.. 

: I  
. . .  

93 . I  80 Sm.'3rd E. 
94 
97 

, .  

, . !  

. .  , '  . .  , .  . . .  .. 281 E.. 1 s t  S. 

' .  . ' 280.S. '3rd E m  

. .  
. .  , . ,  

.': . ;, . 217's.. 2nd 6 .  . .  ' . .  . 

' * I  

. .  
. .  . .  

. .  

, :: I 

' . 9 9 '  
100 
102 

. .  333 S. 2nd E m  
.: f 417 S. 2nd Em 
. '  . 

. I  

. . .  (' " . 449 S. 2nd E m  , .  . i o 3  

104 449 S. 2nd E m  
,108 , ' 395 E. 3 r d  S a  

' 134 , . -216 S a  3rd.E. 
* .  ,136 EG&G Area '6 

' 281 E. 3 r d  S a  ?; 

365 S. 2nd E.. 
, .  

138 
139' 

143 544 E. Cemetery Rd. 
116 349 N. Creek Lane 
145 600 E m  Cemetery Rd. 

147 299 E. 4 th  S'. 
150 416 S. Main 

. .  

I 

- l j226Ra - greater  than 5 pCDgy abcvfe background i n  so i l ,  averaged over 
2 b n  area of  B 100 I4 

7 

6 
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. -  CITY OF MONTICELLO 

GAMMA SCREENING SURVEY 1-OCATIONS 
SAN JUAN CCiiUfY.UTAH 


